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American surnames have, in their history, appeared in four to a dozen 
or more variant spellings. 


In the United States a greater variety of family names exists 
than anywhere else in the world. Surnames of every race and nation 
are represented, While a substantial number are of English, Scotch, 
Trish, Welsh. and western European origin, brought to this country by 
scions of families that had borne these names for generations prior 
to emigration, many others have come from central and southern Europe 
and the Slavic countries, where the use of surnames is generally a 
more recently established practice. Some families had no fixed sur-_ 


name until after their arrival in America; and in other cases emi- 


grants from continental Europe or their descendants have translated 
or otherwise modified their names. These factors contribute to the 
difficulties encountered by students of etymology and family history. 


Those Americans who possess old and honored names—-who trace 
their surnames back to sturdy immigrant ancestors, or beyond, across 
the seas and into the mists of antiquity-—~-may be rightfully proud of 
their heritage. While the name, in its origin, may seem ingenious, 
humble, surprising, or matter-of-fact, its significance today lies not 
in a literal interpretation of its initial meaning but in the many 
things that have happened to it since it first came into use. In the 
beginning it was only a label to distinguish one John from his neigh- 
bor John who lived across the field. But soon it established itself 
as part of the bearer's individuality; and as it passed to his chil- 
dren, his children's children, and their children, it became the sym- 
bol not of one man but of a family and all that that family stood for. 
Handed down from generation to generation, the surname grew insepara- 
bly associated with the achievement, the tradition, and the prestige 
of the family. Like the coat of arms—-that vivid symbolization of the 
name which warrior ancestors bore in hattle-—the name itself has 
become a badge of family honor. It has become the "good name" to be 
proud of and to protect as one's most treasured possession. 
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